Intraspeaker variability in fundamental frequency stability: an age-related phenomenon?
The purpose of this investigation was to gather information on the extent to which intraspeaker variability on measures of jitter (%) and fundamental frequency standard deviation (F0 s.d.) is age related in women. Fifteen repeat productions of the vowels /i/, /a/, and /u/ from 22 young women (18-22 years) were analyzed for F0 s.d. and jitter. Findings for these young speakers were compared with those for elderly speakers tested previously (Linville and Korabic, 1987). Results indicate that the aging process brings about increases in the variability individual women demonstrate on measures of F0 stability when producing sustained vowels as steadily as possible. Further, young speakers differed markedly from elderly speakers in the pattern of frequency instability variations observed across the three vowels tested.